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Box 7
Incoming Personal, 1956

Dear Rafe. Signed Lil (Mrs. McCormick), 14 September 1956
Comment on Admiral McCormick's death

Hotel Continental, 11 October 1956, signed GWT? (George Tyson?)
n

Comments on hotel as "a grand old whore house!

Eccles letter to King Hall, 21 November 1956
Comments on Suez and Strategy

Dear Rafe. Ruth Thomas, 28 November 1956
Description of life and affairs at Naval War College in

1904-1905.

Letter from Admiral Fechteler, 18 September 1956
Comment on need for leadership

Letter from McCormick to Conolly, 14 March 1956
Discussion of War College
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

BUREAU OF NAVAL PERSONNEL
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. IN REPLY REFER TO

23 January 1956

Dear "Skipper":

Thank you for your letter of 16 January in which you inquired
concerning the source of nomination to the Chief of Naval
Personnel of Mr. John W. Richmond to serve as the non-educator
civilian member of the Rhode Island State NROTC Selection
Committee.

The people in Recruiting Division tell me that Mr. Richmond was
so designated after having been nominated by the Commandant,
FIRST Naval District, as an outstanding citizen from the state

of Rhode Island. Each year the Chief of Naval Personnel requires
that all Commandants submit the names of people whom they recom-
mend to serve as the non-educator civilian members of NROTC State
Selection Committees from each state within the various Naval
Districts,

Indirectly, you may have been responsible for bringing him to
the attention of the Commandant, FIRST Naval District, and there-
fore his ultimate designation as a member of this committee,

I was very pleased to receive your statement of opinion that he
is a fine man and will do an excellent job on this assignment.

Best personal regards in which Jean joins me, I am, believe me

Sincerely,

Commodore Richard W. Bates, USN (Ret.)
Us Se Naval War College
Newport, Rhode Island
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LONG ISLAND UNIVERSITY
385 Flatbush Avenue Extension - Brooklyn I, N. Y.

THE PRESIDENT

It is my earnest hope that you will find it convenient
to accept this invitation to Long Island University's Charter Day
Dinner at the Waldorf-Astoria on March 6.

February 1, 1956

The occasion will mark a year of unprecedented progress
in the develorment of the University as a front-rank institution,
and I would be extremely pleased if you were to join with us in
this celebration.

The principal speaker for the evening will be Mr. George
Meany, President of the AFL-CIO, who is expected to deliver an ad-
dress of major importance. Mr, Meany and Mr, William Zeckendorf,
whose devoted leadership as President of the University's Board of
Trustees has contributed much to the University's growth, will re-
ceive honorary degrees., I know I can assure you of a pleasant and
stimilating evening.

Again, I hope we may look forward to seeing you at the
Waldorf on March 6.

RICHARD L. CONOLLY
Admiral, U. S. N. (Ret,)
President, Long Island University
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Dear Dick:

- Your most intoruting and valuable letter concerning some of the
programs and activities which you instituted at the War College

is much appreciated and has received full study. Although I did not have
the pleasure of receiving a direct turnover from you, I feel that the
measures and plans which you left behind were so closely delineated

as to have gone a considerable distance toward filling that lack of
personal discussion.

.As the College goes along, I feel we are also going forward in the
fields both of education for the staff and studeats, and also in the
less tangible and more nearly philosophical area of the pursuit of
knowledge. As far as the students are comcerned, it may interest
you to know that our numbers increase slowly and steadily --- although
nowhere near as fast in the Command and Staff Department as we feel
the Navy needs --- and the quality, I am convinced, is high. We
have been assured of the persanal as well as the official backing of
the Chief of Naval Operations and the Chief of Personnel, both of
whom bave on more than one occasion expressed themselves enthu-
siastically and emphatically on the subject. Even in thiese days of
tight money we have been assured that the War College will not suffer.

In the somewhat more restricted areas of intellectual activity such
a3 those you empbasize in your letter, I feel we are at least bolding
our own. Tke work which Bates is doing is of course more and more
important as time goes on, and he continues to develep invaluable
lessons relative to command in battle

These studies of his are, I believe, attracting continued attention
from responsible officers in Washington and at sea.

Cur Advanced Study Group has been assiduocusly producing original
work. None of it so far has been of the caliber of a Mahan, but all of
it has, I think, been of value in the field of creative thinking. As a
matter of possible interest to you, their major study of last year
produced a somewhat similar reaction in Washington as did the
Advanced Study Group study made by RAdm. Ralph Farle under you

in 195! --~ it 2apparently startled the people in Washingtor and its
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circulation,in the Pentagon, was restricted.

Abohthefidd of creative thinking the War College produced for
the Chief of Naval Operations a new set of instructions on the Law of
Naval Warfare. You will remember, of course, the varly "Instructions
for Maritimme Warfare 1917 prepared at the College, and revised here
" in 1942. This current revision teck the work of a large aumber of
people at the College almost a year, and represents, we believe, as
good & delineation of the laws of warfare at sea and in the air &s can
be found today. This book has receatly been published for the guidance
of the Navy by the Chiei of Naval Operations. )

Our Research and Amalysis Department has also been pulling its
weight. As you suggested it is made up of a very small group of
officers together with & civilian scientist. The small gumber of people
assigned to this group is one of its virtues. I feel that it might become
overburdensome for the College to attempt te support a large self-
sufficient research group -~~~ in fact it wouid be stepping somewhat
outside the mission of the College and would be defimitely supererogatory.
Accordingly our Research and Anmalysis Department coacerns itself -
largely with the problems of identifying areas in which research, analysis,
or other development appears to be necessary botk in the work of the
College and (where apparent) in the growth and operations of the Navy,
and then of coordinating and otherwise monitoring the work in those
fields. Im addition the Department is taking a leading part in the
development of the concepts for the use of the Electromic Maneuver

Eoard System and for strategic war gaming in general. Also it has
been most valuable in stimmlating the activities of ceriain agencies
in Washington and in the fleet toward the salut:on of live problems

in the field of logistics.

As another example of this type of work we have been pursuing the
development of a somewhat mere modera version, or study, of the
philosophies underlying military decision-making than appear in our
much respected oid pamphlet "Sound Military Decision”. Among
other lines of endeavor, some of which we have been going after
locally, we have arranged fer the establishment of a long-term
' project under the Office of Naval Research to make a thorough study
of military decizion-making with a view not only of producing something
of value for imstruction purposes but aiso something which might possibly
be worthwhile directly to agencies responsible for actual decision making.

I realize that this kas been a rather discursive letter. I have written
it in this fashion in the hopes of suggesting to you how much the College
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owes to yeur work here and that of letting yoaknuwﬂutthe guide lhe_:
which you set up have beea of the utmost value to us all, '

‘ With ‘every wish for your contimued success at Long Island Uaivcrnitﬁ
and elsewhere, and with cordial regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

LYNDE McCORMICK

Admiral R, 1. Cenmolly, USN {Ret)
President, Long Island University
385 Flatbush Aveaue Extension
Broskiyn 1, New York




‘ | HEADQUARTERS ‘

FIRST NAVAL. DISTRICT

NAVY BUILDING
495 SUMMER ST.. BOSTON 10, MASS. IN REPLY REFER TO:
P20-2
1¥D1151
Ser: 1080ND1151
9027/1103
15 MARCH 1956

Commandant, FIRST Naval District

Commodore Richard W. BATES, USN(Ret), 9027/1103
Naval War College

Newport, Rhode Island

Official Service Recprd; Request concerning

(a) Your letter dtd 17 FEB 1956 addressed to COM12
with First Endorsement to COMl, copy to you

(b) coMl letter of transmittal dtd 24 AUG 1955

Enel: (1) Copy of reference (b)

l. Records transferred to this Command, as indicated by reference (a),
wore forwarded to the President, Naval War College, Newport, Rhode
Island, by reference (b), for inclusion in your file, and was receipted
for 29 AUG 1955 by C. R. Simmers, Captain, USN, Secre » /Naval War

Collegs. /
~ W

Ce JoPASKOW
By direction
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#. IND-Ho-146 (Rev. 11-53)

PX0-2
Sars 5088 ND1181 HEADQUARTERS
FIRST NAVAL DISTRICT
495 Summer Street, Boston 10, Mass.

o
(FOR HECORD PURPOSES OKLY)

. .24 August 1966 ..

Fie No and/or Service No. (Date)

(Officer) (Enlisted)
(ACTIVE DUTY)

Commandant, First Naval District
President, Naval War College, Newport, Rhode Island
RIS ® .

5T TRV ICE00000 0000 IVIRISPCITOY

USK(Ret) .

{Reservist’s Name) (Rank/Rate) (Class and Branch)
Transmittal of Records in the case of.

2201
(s) Art, H-3808¢{€d BuPers Manupl and BUPER® INSTR, 1085.74, 51 March 1953
(p) CCHMl2 1tr XU12-11D2c ay ¥F/BATBS,R.B. SALM,USH RBT #902*1/51105 16 AUG 1965,

(e)

The records of the subject Reservist are transmitted herewith XSX¥SXSoH
for inclusion in the file of COMO Richard W. Bates,

Enclosed herewith are the following:

Qfficer

Qfficer Service Record (NavPers=3021) (x) ()
Health Record () ()
Officer Qualification Card ()

ENLISTED
Service Record ()
CSC ()
Health Record ()
8. Receipt of enclogures enumerated above is reguested on the duplicate hereof.
4q

Copy to: President, Naval War College, Newport

(for use ag receipt for records)
Reservist’'s Record

BuPers
. Dffiger By dirsetion

Réneipt of Above Checked Enclosures Is Acknowledged by the Commandant

Nav. Dist.

(Signature)




2840 WOODLAND DRIVE

March 19, 1956

Dear Batesy,

You are an angel to provide me with just
the information desired on the destroyer situa-
tion in Newport, armd I shall hasten to turn it

over to my mid.

He is now torn between two horns of a
dilemma. He has been tentatively offered a good
berth on a cruiser in the Mediterranean - always
alluring to the young - and is engaged in trying
to choose between this and a destroyer assign-
ment in Newport. Only time will tell where he
will actually land.

We have seen many old Navy friends here
and shall be full of gossip when we return. Hold
the fort for us and don't forget June 14 when
you must help us "bring out™ our ewe lamb at
Harbor Court.

Again a million thankf and all our best.
e
I

H
H

l







HEADQUARTERS U. S. MARINE CORPS

OFFICE OF THE COMMANDANT
WASHINGTON,D.C.

12 May, 1956.

Dear Admiral Bates,

My sincerest thanks for your nice letter of
9 May and for the confidence you have expressed in
my Corps and in the actions which I have been re-
quired to take. It means a great deal to me to have
your support and I know that all Marines will join
me in thanking you for your expression of good will.

Also, thank you for the news item which I
had already seen and had anticipated. There will be
some resistance in the Corps, but it will be minor,
and will stem from those who are not what they should
be in the first place. At least this is my conviction
and I am proceeding on that premise.

With all good wishes and many thanks.

Most sincerely,

jae

R. McC. PATE.

RAdmiral R. W. BATES, USN (Ret'd),
U. S. Naval War College,
Newport, Rhode Island.
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